
LGBT+ RIGHTS
AN OVERVIEW



SOME DEFINITIONS

 LGBT+/LGBTIQ (LGBT since the 1990s, LGBTQ first used in 1996): Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and other 

minorities (intersex, asexual, queer people)

 Cis = when the gender you were assigned at birth corresponds to the gender you identify with.

 Rainbow flag = the emblem of the LGBT+ movement (each colour corresponds to one of the minorities).

 Gay/LGBT Pride = the positive stance against discrimination and violence LGBT people to promote their self-

affirmation, dignity, equality rights, increase their visibility as a social group, build community, and celebrate sexual 

diversity and gender variance.



THE BIG 

PICTURE

(Clickable map)

https://www.ilga.org/downloads/2017/ILGA_WorldMap_ENGLISH_Overview_2017.pdf


ACCEPTANCE

 Until the 19th century: same-sex relationships = 

sinful

 Psychoanalysis (late 19th century): becomes an 

illness

 1970s: First AIDS cases detected (named only in 

1982)

 1990 : homosexuality no longer considered a 

mental disease by the WHO.



SOME KEY DATES IN THE ANGLOPHONE WORLD

Britain

 1967: Sexual Offences Act (Britain)

decriminalizes homosexuality.

 2005: Civil partnerships in Britain.

 2013; Same-sex marriage in England and

Wales.

 2014: Same-sex marriage in Scotland.

The United States

 1968; First Gay pride march in NewYork.

 1969 : Stonewall Inn (Greenwich Village/The Village in Manhattan,
US) riots to protest police harassment and brutality.

 1994-2011: « Don’t ask, don’t tell » in the US military (Clinton
administration).

 2003:Anti-sodomy legislation struck down by the SC in the US.

 2013: Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act struck down by the
SC.

 2015: Obergefell v. Hodges : Same-sex marriage recognized in all 50
states.

 2016: Controversial Public Facilities Privacy & Security Act in
North Carolina.

Other countries

 2005: Same-sex marriage in Canada.

 2013: Same-sex marriage in New Zealand.

 2017: Same-sex marriage in Australia.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/Dontaskdonttellcredible.jpg


CURRENT ISSUES

 AIDS (although less badly hit than before)

 Protection and recognition of civil rights, esp. against hate crimes

 Recognition of family relationships (inheritance? Filiation?)

 « Gay conversion therapies » still exist (The Miseducation of Cameron Post, 2018, set in the 1990s)



PROMINENT FIGURES

 Oscar Wilde (The Happy Prince, 2018) 

 Alan Turing (The Imitation Game, 2014).

 Chelsea Manning (formerly known as Bradley Manning)

 Leo Varadkar (Taoiseach=Irish PM)

 Laverne Cox (actress)



WHAT’S HOT RIGHT NOW? (UNTIL SEPTEMBER)

 November 2017: wedding cake row

 June 2018 : 

 « Billy Elliot » banned from Hungary for encouraging boys to become gay.

 NY’s Pride march’s 50th anniversary.

 Summer 2018 : 

 London Pride march disrupted by anti-trans activists + 20,000 applicants prevented from joining the Pride march 

(application rejected).

 The University of Sheffield (Britain) opens LGBT-only housing for students. Not compulsory, just a proposed form of 

accomodation. (Criticism of ghettoisation)

 Controversy over Scarlett Johansson’s casting as a transwoman in the movie Rub and Tug.



WHAT’S HOT RIGHT NOW? (SINCE SEPTEMBER)

 September 2018: Depenalization of homosexuality in India (Section 377). First ruling by the Delhi High Court in 

2009.

 November 2018: 

 Betsy DeVos and the reform of Title IX (gender would be equated with that which you were assigned at birth)

 LGBTIQ included in Scotland’s school curriculum

 December 2018 : Pope Francis claimed that gay people should not be allowed to join Catholic clergy.


