
MULTICULTURALISM
An overview



DEFINITIONS

• Multiculturalism (sociology&everyday usage) = ethnic pluralism, cultural 
pluralism in which various ethnic groups collaborate and dialogue without
forfeiting their particular identities

• BME = Black and Minority Ethnic (UK), used to describe people of non-white 
descent

• Hyphenated Americans = use of a hyphen (in some styles of writing) 
between the name of an ethnicity and the word "American" in compound 
nouns, e.g. "Irish-American"



MULTICULTURALISM IN BRITAIN



KEY ORGANISATIONS

• The British Empire: to many, officially ended in 1997 with the transfer of 
sovereignty of Hong Kong

• The Commonwealth of Nations (created: 1926, current form: 1949):

• Political organisation

• Head: Queen Elizabeth II (to be succeeded by Prince Charles)

• 53 member states: 16 Commonwealth Realms (i.e. Queen Elizabeth II = head of 
state), 32 republics, 5 other monarchies

• All members are free and equal (1949)

• No legal obligations toward one another

• United by English language, history, culture + shared values (democracy + 
human rights + rule of law)



HISTORICAL RECAP

• Really started with WWII (haven + total war)

• 1948: Empire Windrush brought 1,027 passengers from the Caribbean to 
London

• 1945: return of anti-alien sentiment (Attlee’s premiership).  Europeans
favoured over immigrants from colonies.

• 1970s-1980s: adoption of multicultural policies

• 1981: birthright citizenship removed but citizenship almost guaranteed to
children born or raised in the UK

• 1997: commitment of Labour to a multiculturalist approach on a national 
level



POST 2001

• Post 2001: return of an anti-immigrant sentiment → policy of « community
cohesion » (9/11 attacks in the US + 7/7 bombings in London in 2005)

• 2006: extension of « good character requirements » to children

• 2011: David Cameron (PM): « State multiculturalism has failed. »

• 2012: Theresa May’s « hostile environment » policy → « compliant 
environment » policy



CURRENT TREND

• 2018: 4 Britons in 10 feel that British culture is undermined by multiculturalism

• 2010 Ethnic Minority British Election Survey: people of BME background try to 
reach beyond the boundaries of their communities, esp. 2nd-generation min.



FACTS AND FIGURES

• 2017: 14.4% of the population was foreign born; 5.7% were EU born

• 2011: Third highest level of permanent-type incoming migrants among OECD
countries



BRITISH MULTICULTURAL
LANDMARKS

• Neighbourhoods:

• Brick Lane (Pakistani)

• Brixton (African-Caribbeans) + Notting Hill (less the case now bec. Affluent →
broadly multicultural)

• Chinatown (Chinese)

• Event: Notting Hill Carnival



WHAT’S HOT RIGHT NOW?

• April 2018: Windrush scandal + various scandals related to May’s « hostile 
environment » policy

• April 2019: Home Office accused of unduly cancelling and curtailing the 
visas of 34,000 foreign students (accused of cheating in English language
tests). Open investigation.



MULTICULTURALISM IN THE US



KEY CONCEPTS

• « Melting Pot » theory (first coined in 1756) = complete assimilation and 
integration. Key component of the theory: a shared language, i.e. English

• « Salad bowl »/ « Cultural mosaic » theory (Canada) (appeared in the 1960s) 
= coexistence (instead of assimilation) of different ethnic groups in their
separate identities bound together by law and the market



HISTORICAL RECAP

• 1620 (Mayflower) onward: US = land of opportunity (cf « American Dream »)

• 1880-1924: massive influx of immigrants from Europe (1890: ~17% of US 
inhabitants were foreign born and ~18.8% were immigrant born)

• 1924-1965: strict quota system established. Emphasis laid on Anglo-Saxon 
culture (hegemony of WASP culture)

• 1965: Immigration and Nationality Act. Shift in immigration patterns 
(immigrants from Europe → immigrants from Asia and Latin America)

• 1980s: campaigns to restrict the use of minority languages

• By 1998: 23 states had adopted English as their official language

• 2001 (and several other times): DREAM Act introduced in Senate but failed
to pass

• 2012: Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) policy introduced



FACTS AND FIGURES

• 2017: 13.7% of the population were foreign born

• 2017: Ethnic groups in the US:

White: 60.6% Hispanic: 18.1% Black: 12.3% Asian: 5.53%

• Projections: by 2050, 82% of the increase in population due to immigrants



AMERICAN MULTICULTURAL
LANDMARKS

• Neighbourhoods:

• Chinatown (Chinese)

• Little Italy (formerly Italians)

• Event: Chinese New Year parades (all over the US, week-long celebrations in 
NYC). 2015: Bill de Blasio made this day a public school holiday.



WHAT’S HOT RIGHT NOW?

• 2017: Donald Trump announced his decision to phase out of DACA. 

• March 2018: Theoretical start of the phase-out. Has been on hold since
thanks to several court decisions

• Summer 2018: « Zero Tolerance » policy (family separations at the border)

• December 2018 - January 2019: Government shutdown over the funding of 
Trump’s wall (longest shutdown in history: 35 days)



MULTICULTURALISM IN CANADA



RECAP

• Assimilation (until 1960s) → Cultural mosaic (since 1960s), became the basis 
of Trudeau’s government’s multiculturalism policies in the 1970s

• Immigration = key component of Canadian identity for 100 years. Initially
from Europe, now from Asia mostly.

• Since beg. of the 20th century, Canada has been one of the world’s major 
immigrant-receiving societies



FACTS AND FIGURES

• 2016: more than one in five Canadians were born abroad, 22.3% of the 
population belonged to visible minorities (of whom 30% were born in 
Canada)

• 2016: over 250 ethnic groups in Canada

• 2017-2020: Canada said that it would welcome 1 million permanent residents
between 2017 and 2020 (up to a total of 1% of the country’s population)



MULTICULTURALISM IN AUSTRALIA



RECAP

• Initially, British penal colony

• 1800s – 1972 (1945): White Australia Policy (restrictions set on non European
immigration)

• European immigrants (esp. from the UK) → Increase in immigration from Asia 
and non-EU countries since the 1970s

• To be granted the right to be permanent residents, immigrants must not 
suffer from any severe condition (cf article)

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/may/05/family-who-faced-deportation-from-australia-because-of-deaf-son-granted-permanent-residency


FACTS AND FIGURES

• 2011: 26% of the population were born overseas, 20% had at least one 
parent overseas, Aboriginals = 2.5%

• 2018: 62% of the growth in the last 10 years was due to immigration



A FEW WORDS ABOUT NEW 
ZEALAND

• Similar situation as in Australia overall

• Hiccough: the Christchurch terrorist attack in March 2019


