
An overview



▪ 2 constitutions/state: US Constitution + state constitution

▪ /!\ In the US, federalism initially meant a less powerful central gvt



▪ British bill of rights + Habeas Corpus

▪ Liberty Bell (Philadelphia) – rumoured to have tolled on Independence Day.

▪ The Founding Fathers (Alexander Hamilton, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John 
Jay, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison and George Washington)

▪ → The Framers



▪ 1620: Mayflower Compact

▪ 1766: « No taxation without representation »

▪ 1773: Boston Tea Party

▪ 1775-1781: War of Independence

▪ July 4, 1776: Independence Day (Declaration of Independence)

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal”

▪ 1788 (1790): US Constitution adopted (and ratified by all 13 colonies)

▪ 1791: Bill of Rights (first 10 Amendments)



▪ 27 Amendments total

▪ Most famous/important Amendments among…:

▪ …the Bill of Rights (1 → 10) : 1st, 2nd, 5th (1791)

▪ All 3 Reconstruction Amendments (1865-1870): 13th, 14th, 15th

▪ …the Progressive Amendments (18, 19, 21): 19th (1920)

▪ Latest Amendment adopted: 1992 (200 years after its proposal (!))

▪ 1944: Roosevelt called for a 2nd (economic) Bill of Rights



▪ Easier to amend state constitutions than the US Constitution.

▪ To amend the US Constitution (2 possibilities):

▪ 2/3 majority in each house + ratification by 3/4 of the states before the deadline is hit 
(usually, 7 years)

▪ (Never used so far): 2/3 of the state legislatures call for a convention, propose a bill/bills, 
sent to Senate for approval, must be ratified by 3/4 of the state conventions OR of the state 
legislatures.

▪ Judicial courts can amend the Constitution if a voted Amendment if found to
actually be unconstitutional.



▪ 2017: Conference by Milo Yiannopoulos cancelled at UC Berkeley 

▪ Summer 2018: 

▪ Calls from conservatives for a constitutional convention to restrict federal power

▪ Ruling in Detroit: Access to literacy not a constitutional right

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/aug/11/conservatives-call-for-constitutional-convention-alec
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/04/education/detroit-public-schools-education.html


▪ September 2018: Kavanaugh + Gorsuch: more originalist reading of the 
Constitution

▪ October 2018: Mail Bomber (Cesar Sayoc) not charged with terrorism →
“homegrown” terrorism.

▪ November 2018: Claims of a potential revisions of the 14th Amdt (birthright 
citizenship) 

▪ December 2018: Affordable Care Act ruled unconstitutional in Texas

▪ January 2019: Talks of reviving the Equal Rights Amendment (approved by Senate: 
1972) here and there.

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/10/mail-bomb-terrorism-cesar-sayoc/574144/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=atlantic-weekly-newsletter&utm_content=20181026&silverid=MzEwMTkxMTQzMDQzS0
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/12/obamacare-remains-despite-judges-ruling-texas/578356/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=atlantic-weekly-newsletter&utm_content=20181221&silverid=MzEwMTkxMTQzMDQzS0
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/426126-new-momentum-for-womens-equal-rights-amendment
https://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/in-the-know/427453-patricia-arquette-alyssa-milano-rally-for-equal-rights

