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Rise in homophobic and transphobic crimes

? How tolerant of minorities and especially the LGBTQI community is the West in 2019?

1. Political environment

– (cf l.18-20) Rise of a populism of prosperity (cf Swedish election in 2018) more 
focussed on finding scapegoats than on the economy

– Right-wing figures blurring the lines between right wing and far right or 
promoting populist ideas (Trump and white supremacists, Johnson and Brexit, 
May and the DUP)

– Leaders targeting LGBTQI people left at the head of their countries: anti-gay 
purges in Chechnya in 2017 and late 2018, Orban’s stance towards the 
community

– Politically hostile times for the LGBTQI community and esp. trans people: laws 
discriminatory towards trans people voted in the US (new DADT in the military, 
discrimination in the workplace)

Transition: Reflection of people’s views?

https://www.lesinrocks.com/2018/09/05/actualite/politique/suede-comment-peut-expliquer-lexplosion-de-lextreme-droite-alors-que-leconomie-est-au-beau-fixe/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/gay-chechens-beating-electro-shock-torture-detain-camps-chechnya-russia-thugs-homophobia-human-a7713391.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/01/14/685192372/activists-say-40-detained-and-2-dead-in-gay-purge-in-chechnya
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/26/hungary-lgbt-world-congress-families-viktor-orban
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/01/22/politics/scotus-transgender-ban/index.html
https://time.com/5654844/title-vii-trump-transgender-department-of-justice-supreme-court/


2. Social patterns at work

– (l.8) Greater visibility (ex: Laverne Cox, Ian McKellen, Angelina Jolie) → people 

more aware of what being gay or trans means → shift in public opinion

– Reinforced by pioneering curricula (LGBTQI curriculum in Scotland)

– BUT harder for trans now (cf controversy over cis actors playing trans people –

cf Scarlett Johansson and the movie Rub and Tug) → still need for visibility

Transition: Why acute need for visibility?

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/nov/09/scotland-first-country-approve-lgbti-school-lessons
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2018/jul/13/scarlett-johansson-exits-trans-role-rub-and-tug


3. Fear only breeds fear

– England and Wales: voted Leave (unlike Scotland and NI) → uncertain times 

(Brexit negotiations bogged down; Operation Yellowhammer exposed; if no 

deal, shortages ++) → Maslow’s hierarchy of needs upset → Britons fearing for 

their basic needs → less open to people who are different from them on the 

whole

– The West definitely on a progressive path (women’s rights after MeToo, greater 

awareness of discriminations) BUT similar backpedalling have already 

occurred:

■ Post WWII anti-Poles feeling in Britain

■ Anti-immigrant feeling between the 1920s and the 1960s in the US - quotas (after 

the Progressive Era and despite the Roaring Twenties and Roosevelt’s progressive 

administration)

https://news.sky.com/story/operation-yellowhammer-no-deal-brexit-plans-revealed-11491671
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/aug/18/no-deal-brexit-key-points-of-operation-yellowhammer-report
https://www.thoughtco.com/maslows-hierarchy-of-needs-4582571


■ Conclusion

– Progress has certainly been made: greater visibility but still threats from the 

executive, nurtured by the climate of uncertainty that has taken hold of the 

world (Brexit but also climate crisis creating climate refugees ++)



Maori land dispute

? How close have Maoris and indigenous people altogether come to recognition in the 
English-speaking world?

1. Causes for anger?

– (cf l.10) Urban sprawl is a widespread issue due to a growing world population 
(estimated to reach 9bn by 2050), even in developed countries thanks to 
immigration

– BUT (cf l.9-11) indigenous peoples have a long history of discrimination (since 
they were colonised: land confiscations, reservations + forced removals from 
families in the US and Australia, forced assimilation through lgge, decimated 
pop, etc.) → In NZ, Maori = 2 ethnic group but only 14% (Pakehas/of European 
descent = 74%) → pent-up anger and frustration that makes any attack very 
damaging (here, sacred land)

Transition: How is the government caring for these people who were ill-treated for a very 
long time?



2. Governmental stance

– Governments are starting to acknowledge their faults: National Sorry Day in 

Australia since 1998 for instance, Ardern’s baby to be taught the Maori 

language + public institutions (Molly of Denali on PBS = 1st Native lead)

– (cf l.14-15) Actual actions are also taken that show that they matter: sacred 

sites more preserved (Uluru closed to hikers in Australia), cultural specificities 

encouraged (Maori language promoted by Ardern)

– BUT still widely disadvantaged as opposed to the other ethnic groups in NZ: 

higher unemployment rate (25% v. 15%), twice as poor as Pakeha people, 

higher rates of arrest and imprisonment, more obese people (76% v.61%)

Transition: Despite apparent commitment of Ardern + MPs, few results. What other 

means do they have?

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/aug/07/jacinda-ardern-daughter-learn-maori-language-te-reo
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/15/arts/television/molly-of-denali-alaska-native-pbs.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/oceania/australia/australia-uluru-ban-climb-anangu-spd/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/16/world/asia/new-zealand-maori-language.html


3. Ways to make oneself heard when not in power

– Calling for Ardern to come: symbolical gesture ++ but is it useful? (Examples of 

state heads going to flailing companies and not actually helping, cf GM&S in 

France, Melania Trump went to a children’s shelter at the border in 2018)

– Peaceful protests like the hikoi = good public image but powerful enough? Cf

Extinction Rebellion protests: peaceful but disruptive → good idea??? (risk of 

extreme action)

– (cf l.33-35) Art = good way to make commitment visible+ lasting: street art  (cf

Banksy and Balloon Girl on the wall between Palestine and Israel), body art 

(revival of tattoos worn by Alaska Native women), music (rise of Maori heavy 

metal), cinema (Maori version of Disney’s Moana).

https://edition.cnn.com/2018/06/21/politics/melania-trump-jacket/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/apr/24/extinction-rebellion-declares-end-to-london-protests
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/29/style/alaska-native-women-tattoos.html
https://www.npr.org/2017/12/05/567304737/this-new-zealand-band-is-trying-to-save-maori-culture-one-head-banger-at-a-time
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/maori-translation-moana-hit-new-zealand-180964958/


■ Conclusion

– Increased recognition of indigenous peoples’ rights with both symbolical and 

political action taken

– Yet, hard to erase centuries of inequalities and younger generations no longer 

willing to tolerate any discrepancies

– Big challenge to Ardern’s progressive agenda, time will tell if can prove 

successful and if not forced to resign because of it


