
Net neutrality 

* Timeline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.wired.com/amp-stories/net-neutrality-timeline/ 

* Net neutrality around the world : 

- Repealed in the US in 2017 by the Trump Administration on the grounds that it was heavy-handed (state interference) and discouraged investments 

- Guaranteed in the EU since 2016 

- Enforced overall in Canada (supported by Trudeau even though possibility of usage-based billing introduced in 2011 BUT decision to support net neutrality 

in 2017 → not content-based billing, only in terms of speed rates, monthly data usage, etc.) 

- No fixed net neutrality laws in Australia1 and New Zealand 

- Guaranteed in India 

- Supposedly enforced in South Africa but no legal text yet 

  

 
1 http://theconversation.com/australias-net-neutrality-lesson-for-the-us-22245 



* Arguments against restoring net neutrality 

- Few precedents in the past and all countered by the public (class-action lawsuits, boycotts, bad press) 

- What is feared is not net neutrality-related 

- Enforcing actual net neutrality amounts to killing the golden goose 

- Insufficient leverage to force the GAFA to pay 

- Net neutrality did not exist at the beginning of the Internet and yet, it emerged. 

- ISPs no longer have a monopoly on the market: have to deal with phone companies too that could seize the opportunity to win over more customers 

- The Internet apocalypse has not happened 

- Net neutrality may actually boost the GAFA (by allowing them to spread without having to pay for it) 

* What’s hot right now? 

2018:  

- Net neutrality reinstated in California – 30/09/2018 + state sued by the federal state 

2019: 

- Save the Internet Act2 voted in the HoR in April 2019, declared « dead on arrival » by Senator Mitch McConnell (majority leader). The White House is 

threatening to veto the act if voted in Senate. 

- Net neutrality debate potentially arising in Australia (main ISP suggesting charging more people using online streaming)3 

- Calls for the Internet to be considered a public utility 

 
2 https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/Save%20the%20Internet%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf 
3 https://www.gq.com.au/entertainment/tech/australia-is-steaming-into-a-net-neutrality-debate-that-shouldnt-even-be-possible/news-story/ef16a36394c6448c71c45fcf9d6a8372 


